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STRAFFORDS 


Speech on the Scaffold. 


Y Lox» Primate of 
all 7relaud,(and my Lords, 
| and the reſt of theſe 

S| Gentlemen) it is a very 
2 | great comfort to me, to 
have your Lordſhip by 
mee this day in regard 
& ESWE>ES) Ihave been known to 
you a long time; I ſhould bee very glad to ob- 
taine ſo much filence, as to bee = ir! a few 
words, but I doubt I ſhall not. :-/; Lord 1 
come hither by the good will and pleaſure of 
" a Almighty 


4.) | 

Almighty God, Sl pay that laſt debt I owe to 
finnc, which is death, and by:the bleſſing of 
chat God to riſe againe through the merits of 
Chriſt Jeſus to eternall glory. 

And hee being diſturbed by the people, he 
T1aid, what is the matter,and fate down ina chairs 
ſome replied, theſouldicrs kept moſt ſtirre, 1f 
they , ſaid he, would be quiet, all the reſt would 
bee quitt, 

I wiſh Thad bcen private, that I mighthave 
been heard: my Lord, ifT might bee ſa much 
beholding to you that I might uſe a few 
words, I ſhould take it for avery greatcour- 
tifie: my Lord I come hither to ſubmit to that 
judgement which hath paſt againſt me, I do it 
with a very quiet and contented minde, I doe 
freely forgive all the world, a forgiveneſle 
that is not ſpoken from the teeth outward (as 
they ſay) but from the heart; I ſpeak it inthe 
preſence of Almightie God, before whom I 
ſtand, that there is not ſo much asa diſpleaſing 
thought in mee ariſing to any creature. I 
thank. God I may ſay truely, and my Conſci- 
ence beares mee witneſſe, that in all my ſervr. 
ces fince I have had the honour to ſerve his 
Majeſtic in any employment I never had any 
thing in my heart, bur the joynt and'indivi- 
duall proſperitic of King and People; tad it 

ave 
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have been my hap to bee miſconſtered. it 
is the common portion of us all while wee 
are 11 this life, the righteous judgement is 
hereafrer, here wee are ſubje& ro errour, 
and apt to bee miſ{-judged one of another - 
there is one thing I deſire to cleere my ſelf 
off, and I am very confident, I ſpeake it 
with fo much clearnefle, that I hope I ſhall 
have your Chriſtian Charlitie in the belief 
of it. I did alwayes ever think the Parlia- 
ments of England were the happieſt Conſti- 
eutions that any Kingdome, or any Nation 
lived under, and under Gop the meanes of 
making King and People happie, ſo farre 
haye I been from being againſt Parliaments: 
For my death I here acquit all the World, 
and pray Go» heartily to forgive them ; 
and in particular, my Lo x » Primate Iam 
very glad that his Majeſtic is pleaſed to con- 
ccive mce, not meriting ſo ſevere, and hea- 
vie a puniſhment as the utmoſt execution of 
this ſentence; I am very glad and infinir- 
ly rejoyce in this mercy of his, and be- 
fſeech God to turne it to him, that hee 
may finde mercie when hee hath moſt need 
of it; I wiſh this Kingdowe all the proſpe- 
ritie and happinefle inthe world : I did itli- 
ving, and now dying it is my wiſh; I doe 

now 
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now profeſſe it from my heart, and doe 
moſt humblie recommend ir unto every man 
here, and wiſh every man to lay his hand 
upon his heart, and conſider ſeriouſly whe- 
ther the beginning of the happineſſ: of a 
people ſhould be written in letters of bloud, 
I feare you are in a wrong way, and I dc- 
ſire Almightie Go v thar no one drop of 
my bloud may riſe up in judgement againſt 
ou. 
n ( My Lord) I profeſſe my ſclf a true 
and obedicat Sonne to the Church of Eng- 
land. to that Church wherein I was borne 
and wherein I was bred; proſperity and hap 
Pineſſe beeyer to it: and whereas ichath becne 
{aid that I have enclined to Popery, if it beean 
objectionworth anſwering , let me {ay truely, 
that from the time ſince I was one and twentic, 
years of age. till this houre, now going upon 
nine and fourty, I never had thought inmy 
heart to doubr of the truth of my Religion in 
England : and never any had the boldnetlero 
ſuggeſt to me the contrary , to the beſt of my 
remembrance; and ſobeing reconciled to the 
mercies of Chrift Jeſus my Saviour , into 
whoſeboſomelT hope ſhortly to bee gathered 
to enjoy thoſe etern111 happinefles thar ſhall 


never have end; I deſire heartily the forgive- 
| nefle 
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neſſe of every man, both for any raſh ox unad. 
viſed word or deed, and deſire your prayers : 
And ſo my Lords, farewell , farewell all the 
things of this world ; Lord ſtrengthen my 
faith, give me confidenceand aſſurance in the 
merites of Chriſt Jeſus. I deſire you that 
you would bee filent, and joyne in prayers 
with me; and truſt in God that we ſhall all 
meet and live cternally in Heaven, thereto 
reccive the accompliſhment of all happineſſe, 
where every teare ſhall bee wiped from our 
eyes, andevery ſad thought from our hearts: 
And ſo God blefle this Kingdome, and Jeſus 
have mercie upon my Soule. : 


FINIS 


